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The climax of the meeting of the get
coal convention at the Shoreham Hotel
was this morning when in a
burst of eloquence and with dramatic
emphasis Representative John Wesley
Gaines of Tennessee exclaimed that it
was not inadequacy of the laws but the
inactivity of those Intrusted with their
enforcement which was responsible for
the suffering incident to the coal famine

If this Inactivity continues he de-

clared the Attorney General of the
United States and others will b but in
viting impeachment and I for one will
support such action by the House of
Representatives

Washingtons People Blamed

When the meeting was called to order
i y Mayor Maybury of Detroit he re
viewed the work that had been undertak-
en by the convention which met In De-

troit last October and the conditions
which had led to the present call He
then introduced Senator W E Mason
who presided

In his opening remarks Senator Mason
reproved the peope of Washington for
tailing to prepare actively for the com-

ing convention and at this point
Bulkley secretary of the Business Mens
Association interrupted to say the trou-
ble was everybody doubted his authori
ty to act In view of the failure of the
District to appoint dele-
gates He said that those present were
there because of their Interest in the

and actually had no legal stand-
ing

Senator Mason then made an earnest
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In Accord With
to End Commissions

The chief subject of conversation in
market circles today was the publica-
tion in The Times yesterday of res

ens Preteetfve Aseoifet-
loJB oondenmiBg the practice of paying

to the purchasers for JHJ

tels restaurants and private families
Tfaa acknowledgment on the part of the
dealers that such a practice exists and
their appeal to the public to assist then
in stamping it out was the first explana
tion of the prevailing high prices in this
city for all kinds of provisions-

In charging that the practice forced
nil dealers to rob the customer to pay
the steward the association but gave
expression to a condition which the in-

dividual dealer has been helpless to re-

sist It Jraarsiraply been a question of
competing with other dealers in paying
commissions for trade or getting out of

For years considerations have been of-

fered the large hotels Ion
the trade witch they controlled but it
Is only within the past few years that

euterprfeiag dealers have sought out
the bUyers for even small families and
offered them a liberal consideration for
any business that they might be able
to control The practice once started

other dealers were compelled to adopt
the same course or abandon the trade

One of the features of the business
which has provoked the severest criti-
cism is the hardship it has imposed on
those unable to pay the prevailing ex
cessive prices All sales are based upon
a retair price which is general through
out the market Those who purchase in-

considerable quantities demand a dis-

count and it is on this very class of
business that the commissions have to
be paid In handling produce therefore
tile dealer has to the commission
in the cost of doing business and make
his prices sufficiently high to cover this
commission his legitimate business ex-
penses and the profit which he is com
pelled to claim for himsel-

fj From the expressions of opinion around
the markets this morning there seems to
be little doubt that the dealers may de-
pend upon the public to support them in
their efforts to stamp the abuse

WEATHER INDICATIONS-

It Is considerably warmer today
over eastern districts but colder

ovr eastern slope region and the
upper Mississippi valley where zero
temperature prevails It is much warm
er In the Rocky Mountain and Plateau
regions

Rate is indicated for tonight and Wed-
nesday in the South Atlantic and Oulf
States Tennessee and the Ohio Valley
and for Wednesday in Atlantic coast
districts It will be warmer tonight in
the eastern portion of the Middle At
icatie States and somewhat colder in
the lake region

The Triads along the Middle Atlantic
coat will be fresh west to southwest
becoming eatery Wednesday OB the
Sooth Atlantic sad east gulf coasts
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appeal to the convention to exert all
its influence in a petition to Congress-

to apply to coal the same doctrine that
was now applied to bread and water

Have Ample Power
The right of municipalities to fli

cab rates is unquestioned Senator Ma

son continued so are the restrictions
upon bakers as to the weight of their
bread the control of water and gas com-

panies is recognized as a matter of
course and yet the authorities hesitate
while the people freeze

In my bill I have offered a peaceful
way for the relief of the coal famine If
the Government does not act the people
will Prosperity caused mine
operators and the railroads to develop
piggishness

O G Staples on behalf of the District
told of theefiorts of the local commer-

cial bodies of the city government and
committee of the United States

Emanate
Timothy E Tarsney corporation

counsej of Detroit and former Repre-

sentative In Congress was then Intro
duced He told of the three methods
indorsed by the Detroit conyention
calling upon the Attorney General of
the United States the act of
July 2 1900 known as the interstate
commerce act to prosecute under the
Sherman antitrust act and to institute
criminal proceedings against the vio-

lators of these measures which under
the decisions of the Supreme Court of
the United States are amply broad to
meet the emergency

ha tin

the

toenforce

e

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

Both laws seem broad comprehen
sive plain and clear he continued

Has there been any conspiracy or
agreement concerning the price of coal
Is there any monopoly of the coal pro
duced in this country If so the remedy-
is In the courts Is the business of the
coal companies and the railroad com-

panies interstate business If not the
Federal eourts have no Jurisdiction If
so It Is the duty of the Attorney Gen
eral and his subordinates to proceed at
once

Mr Tarsney also read a letter from ex
Senator George F Edmunds former
chairman of the Judiciary Committee In
which the evnerable exSenator declared

the only difficulty is in want of ad-

ministration
Committee on

The character of the convention may-

be estimated from the personnel of the
committee on resolutions which Is to
report this evening at 630 oclock and
Is made up of the following

Timothy E Tarsney Michigan chair
man Hon William E Mason Illinois
James M Robinson Indiana George F-

Evers Iowa Hon J C S Blackburn
Kentucky Walter C Emerson Maine
Charles S Ashley George Grime Mas-

sachusetts Hon J T Lloyd Missouri
Cuyard C Ride New Hampshire
William J Reed New Jersey Major A

W Edwards North Dakota Byrcn W
Holt Ohio R S Person South Dakota
Hon J W Gaines Tennessee Hon S

B Elkins West Virginia Rev Robert
R Condon Wisconsin Barry Bulkley
District of Columbia
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FIFTYFOUR LIVES LOST
IN LONDON ASYLUM FIRE

Insane Patients Resist Efforts to Save Them and Many

Perish Miserably v

LONDON Jari 27 Fire broke out in
Colney Hatch Six and onehalf miles
north of London at 539 oelock this
n 0rafng and lasted

persons lost their lives f
The fire destroyed the entire Jewish

wing of Colney Hatch Lunatic Asylum
The efforts ot the firemen were direct

ed to saving and calming the patients
who naturally were intensely excited
Five wooden buildings were burned out
Many dead bodies have already been dis
covered The exploration of the ruins Is
still going on

Six Hundred Sleeping Patients
The principal building burned was that

known as the annex It was built of iron
and wood There were nearly 800 women
asleep at the time A high wind fanned
the flames which were blown about like
billows The names quickly spread and
the whole building was soon a roaring
furnac The well of the asylum was out
ef order and the water supply was very
poor

Altogether five buildings including the
dayrooms ddsmitories and doctors
apartments were burned The task of re
moving the patients who were greatly
excited was one of great difficulty
Scenes ef panic ensued at first among
the women lunatics and although the of
ficials did their utmost to secure their
safe retreat many bf the inmates rushed
wildly around resisting the attempts
that were being made to save them

Frightful Scenes Witnessed
One In particular who known to

have a terrible fear of fact it
was one of the most striking features of
her mania shrieked frantically for many
minutes Several lunatics however as-

sisted in carrying out their companions
Several of the lunatics in the dormi-

tories became panic stricken and made
no effort to save themselves

As soon as it was thought all had been

DEATH SENTENCE OF

COL LYNCH COHMUTEfl

Irish Member of Parliament to Endure
Penal Servitude for Life

LONDON Jan 27 The sentence of
Gel Arthur Lynch the Irish member
of parliament condemned last week for
high treason was today commuted to
penal servitude for life

RESOLUTION OF SYMPAffHY

IN KANSAS LEGISLATURE

TOPEKA Kan Jan 27 Representa-
tive McLaughlin has introduced a resolu-

tion in the Kansas house declaring
That we the representatives of

people of Kansas hereby extend our
warmest admiration and heartiest good
will to Col Arthur Lynch and assure
him that far from regarding him as
the traitor the British government
brands him we look upon him as sol-

dier of liberty and a patriot of the
highest order that the British govern
went dare not hang him The resolu-

tion went over under the rules

Dr Munroa Smith of New York
a lecture on Political Science

last before tile fourthyear class
f the Georgetown Law Sehool It

the first in the s series
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rescued the roll was called and between
thirty and fifty failed to answer It is
known however that some of the
lunatics are still wandering through the

V vi t i

awe of the disaster is Knkaowa
Anxious friends of the patients are ar

riving fro n all quarters The officials
are endeavoring to complete the list of

lostThe
five buildings were each fifty by

forty feet They were built of well
dried seasoned wood and had corrugat-
ed zinc roof They were connected with
the main building a long corridor
These buildings were heated by hot wa-

ter pipes from a stoke house at the
bottom of the slope whence the flames
leaped with terrible rapidity

Inmates Driven Out

When the fire broke out there was a
mad rush through the corridors Several
of the inmates were driven to places of
safety by sheer force The ef
the heat was such that many of the bod-

ies were almost entirely consumed
Many of the patients roamed through

the grounds attired only in their night-
clothes It Is feared that two of the
nurses lost their lives

There were many heartrending scenes
outside the asylum gate when relatives
and friends of the inmates came to in
quire about the patients

The buildings which were
accommodated 320 patients

London Thrilled With Horror
London is thrilled with horror at the

disaster and every new detail piles up
the agony It seems that nothing was
provided for such an emergency There
were no escapes to the buildings and
practically no water available which
made the asylum a hopeless death trap

There were 2600 Inmates In the entire
institution but only 500 occupied the
burned section These were mostly old
women having harmless vagaries and
not requiring to be isolated

AMERICA PEACEMAKER

IN ACRE IMBROGLIO

Brazilian and Bolivian Representatives
Seek Our Good Offices
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The Brazilian minister and
charge daffaires again called at the

State Department today and had sepa
rate talks with Secretary Hay relative to
the dispute of their government over
the possession ef the territory of Acre

It is more than tacitly admitted that
Secretary Hay is endeavoring to play the
role of peacemaker between Brazil and
Bolivia but whether he will be

at present seems doubtful State De-

partment officials say that both of the
South American governmentsare partic-
ularly desirous to have the sympathy ot
the United States in the Acre dispute
and each hesitates to proceed to the ex-

treme of war without knowing the exact
status of the feeling of the United
States

Movements of Ocean Liners
NEW YORK Jan La

Champagne from Havre Minneapolis
from Southampton Kroonland from
Antwerp Bellaura from Swansea
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GERMANY HESITATES

Situation Still One of Grave
Uncertainty

ALLIES DESIRE MORE TIME

Venezuelas Guarantee
Merely to Permit Discussion of

Blockade Proposition-

Just at the moment when the ending
of the acute phase of the Venezuelan
trouble appeared assured7 aew flimculti
ties have been rather the pos-

sibility of their appearance has been
t ad to postpone

final action and cause a continuance of
the uncertainty which Is believed to he
full of danger to the more than
one v

The advlces received here yesterday
that the British and Italian governments
were favorable to the acceptance of
Minister Bowens proposals for raising
the blockade were believed to be the
immediate forerunner of the announce-

ment that the three allies had formally
consented to make this exceedingly im
portant concession If was supposed
that the German government would be
unable to resist the importunities of
her partners in the Venezuelan concert
to join them in ending the dangerous

OVER VENEZUELAN

PEACE OVERTURES

I
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suggestedthat will
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situation which will exist as long as
the squadrons of European nations in
vest the Venezuelan coast

Germany however to the of-

ficial information made known here this
morning has accepted Mr Bowens
proposal even In principle and there Is

now no telling when a unanimous agree-

ment will be It is reached at
all on the blockade proposition

Question Venezuelas Guarantee

The new difficulty that has arisen con

cerns the ability of Venezuela to carry
out the promise of to guar-

antee payment of the foreign claims
through a pledge of the Venezuelan cus-

toms The allied powers have raised the
point that Venezuela may not be able on
account of having given France for ex

according

reach jJ

r Bowen

not

¬

¬

¬

¬
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ample a prior lien on her customs to
fulfill the pledge and thus assure pay-

ment to them Mr Bowen has made a
positive statement UwrWie prior guaran

is jsUl n4t4imW any way with

Venezuela
There is a suspicion here that none

of the powers Is really concerned over
this phase of the matter but that the
question has been raised more to gain
time while the governments of England
Germany and Italy are trying to reach
an agreement on the blockade propo-

sition
Conferences With Mr Bowen

Sir Michael Herbert the British am
bassador called on Mr Bowen this
merries and had a long conference with
him Sir Miehael appeared also in be-

half of Count Quadt the German charge
daffaires He was apparently very fa-

vorably inclined toward the acceptance-
by the allies of Mr Bowens blockade
raising proposal but had no authority
to say that any one nation of the three
was more willing than the others to
meet the wisnesof the Venezuelan plen-
ipotentiary

Mr Eulido the Venezuelan charge
daffaires was at the Arlington where
Mr Bowen is stopping while Sir Mi-

chael was visiting the latter but did not
go to Mr Bowens apartments while the
British representative was there RS

during the severance of the diplomatic
relations of Venezuela and the Euro
pean allies no representative of the
South American government is permit
ted to recognize personally or officially
a representative of England Germany-

or Italy who is bound also to this same
rule with regard to persons in the em
ploy of Venezuela

Guest of Honor This
at Banquet

President Roosevelt is on his way to
Canton Ohio today where he will be the

ai r
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guest ofhonor at a banquet to be given by j

the Canton Republican League in honor
birthday of the late President Mc-

Kinley The latters natal day was Janu-
ary 29 but as that is the date of the
Supreme Court dinner at the White
House the banquet was fixed for Janu-
ary 27 in order that the President might
keep both The President
will respond to the toast William Mc
Kinlev

The President left Washington at 1230
oclock this morning Secretary Root
was the only one of the Cabinet to ac
company the President The others in
the party were Secretary Cortelyou and
Gen Leonard Wood Col T A Bing
ham and Capt W S Cowles the Presi-
dents aides Surgeon General Rixey
Assistant Secretary of Agriculture James
H Brigham and Representative R W
Tayler of the Canton district

While ascending the steps of the Acad-

emy of Music last night Harry Lucas
colored of 1422 South Carolina Avenue
southeast slipped and fell Injuring his
head He was sent to the Emergency

engagements

of the

Hospita-

ls

¬

¬

¬

¬

DOBLINS CHARGE OF COLLUSION
LESSLER PROTESTS IS FALSE

<

QUAY LOSING GRIP
STATEHOOD WHIP

j

Combination Which Favored Admission of Terri

tories Said to Be Disintegrating

The President ef the Senate must de
cide whether Senator Quay has the right
to hold the floor In the morning hour at
the conclusion of the morning routine
business

Senator attempted to take the
floor at 1240 today for a discussion of
the omnibus Statehood bill He was op
posed by Senator Aldrich under tfce claim
that rule 1 of the made it neces-
sary for him to obtain unanimous con
sent

President pro tempore Frye announced
that he would be pleased to hear Sena
tor Aldrich on the subject when Sena
tor Quay withdrew his motion In order
to permit Senator Scott to del a
speech on his joint resolution proposing-
a change In the present pension laws

Nevertheless the question will com
again tomorrow when It must be de-

cided It fs important inasmuch as It
will decide whether the discussion of
the Statehood bill will preclude the pan
sage of all other matters

Senator Burnham today resumed his
speech In opposition to the Statehood
bill
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AY SOLDIERS

MAY SECURE PENSIONSS-

enator Scott Favors Creation of Commission to
Investigate Present Laws f

NINETY

1

Senator Scott today addressed the
Senate in support of his joint resolu-

tion to create a commission to investi-
gate the present pension laws and the
desirability of pensioning all soldiers
who served nlnetyHtey during the war
of the rebellion were honorably dis-

charged have reached the age of slx

at the of tliper jM thl
In beginning his Speech the

that he realized the feeling of par-

tisanship or sectionalism that may be
aroused from its slumber but that he
trusted that the real motive would find

its lodgment K declared It was
of sectionalism

The trials and hardships undergone-
by these soldiers were eloquently told
by the Senator He appealed to the
South to look upon the Union and Its
strength and do justice to those making-

It possible He said
Mr President this resolution pro

vides that the soldier be paid 12 per
month after reaching the age of sixty
two and making application for same
This will be a scanty lving even then

Friends of Measure Expect

r 2 Compromise

Friends of the union station bill
not to be alarmed by the failure

of the House and Senate conferees to
come to an agreement In regard to the

It is stated that the House Ap-

propriations Committee will meet the
compromise offered by the Senate con-

ferees aM that the bill will pass in
that form

As passed by the Senate the measure
provides that the Baltimore and Ohio

and Pennsylvania railroads should re
ceive 1500000 each In consideration of
the changes froni the present plans to
the union station idea on the Massa-

chusetts Avenue site The House re
duced this to 51000000 each

In conference the Senate representa-

tives offered to split the difference giv-

ing each road 120000 and 30oeG

for the Pennsylvania as pert
consideration of the estimated value of

tr two forIUIU
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the land on the Mall which will be sur
rendered by that company It is ex-

pected hearings will be granted the rep
resentatives of railroads in the event of

further conferences

CANAL TREATY DEATH KN LL

FOR EUROPEAN AMBITIONS

VIENNA Jan 27 The Arbeiter Ze
tung sees in the signing of the United

States Panama canal treaty the death
knell of the ambition of England Ger
many and all other European powers

The paper adds
America will soon be the predomi-

nant world power Europe will smart
under the burden of American tyranny
The Kaiser will perhaps become this
vassal of the American Republic

CHARLES M SCHWAB TO

HAVE AUDIENCE WITH POPE
ROME Jan 27 Charles M Schwab

president of the United plates Stool
Corporation has requested a private
audience with the Eope
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It Is the program of the opponents of
the measure for Senatef Lodge to follow
with Senator Bard next on the rostrum
Senator Kean also has a speech prepar
ed antagonistic to the bill

Word was passed this morning that
day bad arrived for Senator Quay
make his attempt to force a night ses
sion it was learned that Senator Quay
had sent notice for all Statehood

to be here today
Senator Beveridge is quoted as saying

that if this action is taken the
side would be ready to proceed

Emphatic denial has been made by the
Democrats to the charge that disinte
gration Is beginning in the combination
favoring the admission of Arizona and
New Mexico The charge however
not been made by the members of the
Committee on Territories having charge-
of CfieTJfiK ana therefore the defense is
generally regarded an unfavorable sign
amounting almost to a contrary admis-
sion It is now believed more firmly
than before that Senator Quay Is ex-

periencing difficulty in holding his votes
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the wolf will howl close by After the
age of few men especially
those who have undergone the hardships
of war are able to do manual labor
Many of these are today worthy many
of th re are at this hour suffering for
the necessaries of life

Let us dispense with that large roll
of PSQBidn a3g9n3L whose salaries
B Tftnint tlT tfffiy year wlth vdlerkjf
who paid 41518431 rent for the
different agencies S 480 contingent ex-

penses 28768 and close the door upon
the army of examining surgeons paid
191123S5 together with traveling ex-

penses aggregating 66244211 this cost
ly paraphernalia of examining soldiers
1808856

This vast sum is multiplied many
times the salaries of clerks and
other employes All these could be dis-

pensed with or the greater part of them
Many a soldier flies his claim and long
before It is reached he has passed over
the river and filed a claim elsewhere
Nearly forty years have come and gone
861076 applications are on file of these
470550 have been allowed leaving near
ly 400000 not acted on

FOEIIFOOe TODAY

Anniversary to Be Celebrated
Here Tonight

BERLIN Jan Kaiser la for
tyfour years old today This morning
his majesty held a birthday recegtlon
In the White Hall or the castle which
was attended by members of the royal
family and the various diplomats in
Berlin

Among those who congratulated the
Kaiser was United States Ambassa
dor Tower with whom the Emperor
had a long familiar conversation

sixtytwo
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The fortyfourth birthday anniversary
of Kaiser Wilhelm H of Germany will be
celebrated Is proper form this evening
by the staff of the German embassy ana
a number of prominent Germans from
the Eastern cities tonight at S oclock
A dinner will be given in honor of the
event at the German embassy to which
invitations have been issued by Count
Quadt charge daffaires

The anniversary will be observed In
most of the larger cities by Germac
who will participate In functions hon-
oring the

Numerous cablegrams were exchanged
today between the attaches of the em
bassy here and the imperial household

PIOUS FUND ARBITRATION
COURTS COSTS ONLY 26000

VIENNA Jan 27 ProC Lammasch
a member of The Hague Court of Arbit

costs of the AmericanMexican arbitraf
tion reached a total of 400000 says the
whole proceedings excluding the fees of
counsel amounted to only 2yW

CARACAS OUT OF SALT AND FLOUR
PARIS Jan 27 A Caracas dispatch

to the Matln says the supply of flour
and salt has been exhausted A supply-
of salt is expected from Puerto Cabello
tomorrow

The former Venezuelan warship Za-
mora flying the British flag has arrived
at La Guaira with provisions for the

squadron

traUon denying the that tbJireport
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Contradicts the Retraction
Made Befqre the House

Committee Naval Affairs

Yesterday Gives His Ver-

sion yf Association With
Witness

Did See Speaker to Ask to
From Notoriety

Telegram Urged Secrecy
Because Matter SHad Been
Considered in Ej scuiive
Session

When the lavastigagifMt e the Lessler
bribery charges wa resumed today be-

fore the House Committee on Naval Af-

fairs fReprescatative Lender asked to

be heard to make a statement before any

further testimony shoaW be taken
Leeelar wag nofr sworn again Ho

mafle a statement denying the testi
mof bVi efita yoeter ay also state

made by McCtfttega and Quigg

as te hs Loaders alleged reflection
OB the character of nsejabers of the
Naval Committee interroga
tion Lessler said

I desire to deny absolutely and un
Aiuivocally the statement made here
yesterday by witness Bairtin as to
any collusion scheme or any of the
substantial details SWOTH tq by him
and I desire to reiterate that the facts
as originally swora to by me are true

Why He Urged Seerecy

Lessler said that the statement he first
inade to the subcommittee was In execu
tive session and that explained his re-

quest In his telegram t DoWin to keep
the matter confidential

Mr LeBl r took the stand at 11 a m
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I deay as raise the statement made
by the witness yesterday he said as
to any collusive scheme be charges
against me

MrDoblin came into my room short
ly after 8 oclock I was in bed I said

Bail Ive gotten you into trouble
Hows be asked

I said Keep up your sorre and you
have nothing to do but to tell the truth
the whole truth

Ijtold him that at the request of the
comoiittce I would not disease the case
with him at I gave a copy of
the containing what had been
published After that there was no talk
of his testimony It was all relative to
his political ruin in New York

Saw the Speaker
I did see the Speaker and told him

about the investigation and wanted him
to help me avoid notoriety He said

It must go on for the present-
I telephoned my secretary to go to

the Normaadie and bring Deblin before
the committee Doblin appeared before
the committee and I saw him no more
until he returned to the committee

My testimony was heaqi on the 23d
I toW the committee then that Doblin
would come without a qjobpoeaa I tele
craped him to come and he did come
His testimony was heard and I went
with him to the train

We went to New York together There
was little said between asked me
about the law in his case and I told him
I would look it I n r a w him
after that until he appeared gain in the
committee room

McCullagh and Quigg Contradicted-

I want to deny also the statement of
the witness McCullagh to the effect that
I had said that I believed there was only
one man on the committee qjhom I could
tnisL Also the statement of witness
Quigg that I hfuTsaid that the members
of the committee who voted for or against

Holland boat were honest or din
honest
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Mr Leseter said e bed bad no reason
yesterday to disbelieve Doblin-

I am tdtally at a torn to understand
hi action he asaei ted

What was your reason for not want
ing Doblias name to go to the press
Mr Kitchin asked

I did not want to malts him a scape-
goat In New York he answered and
the committee did not then want tin
matter made public

Mr Boiler I do not think it is im
portant a to what statement you made
as toot er members of the committee
What I want to ask is what you said to
DoblJn wiles he came to your room at
thV vW anyone else pres-

ent at the time
was sM to DoWin was not

saW is the presence ef else
Q By Mr Rtxey Ha4 you any

cause to believe that BoWin was the
character of man he baa shown himself
to be by his statement yeeterdayr-

A No sir Never knew bioS wrong-
doing before I never knew of his word
being doubted before I am at a total
loss to understand the proposition as it
now stands

knew of no jreascn to account
for any change of testimony o i the
part of DoWin-

A I kipvw of ao reason

Annie Jennifer a negro woman forty
twe years oM died medical at
teaaJBJc her tome ft 16 Pierce
Street aerthw at early this morning
Corofter Nvht WM notified and pro
aounccd death due to aatwrnl causes

before
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